
Iraq and Syria: ISIL’s Reduced Operating Areas as of April 2015

 DI Cartography Center/MPG

S Y R I A

I R A Q

JORDAN

IRAN

IRAN

TURKEYTURKEY

SAUDI ARABIA

NinawaNinawa

DahukDahuk

ErbilErbil

As
Sulaymaniyah

As
Sulaymaniyah

KirkukKirkuk

Salah ad DinSalah ad Din

Baghdad

WasitWasit

An NajafAn Najaf Al
Muthanna

Al
Muthanna

Babil

Diyala

Karbala’

Al Qadisiyah
(Ad Diwaniyah)

A l  A n b a rA l  A n b a rAs
Suwayda’

As
Suwayda’

Al HasakahAl Hasakah

Damascus
Countryside
Damascus

Countryside

HalabHalab

Dayr az ZawrDayr az Zawr

Ar RaqqahAr Raqqah

IdlibIdlib

HomsHoms

DamascusDamascus

HamahHamah

Dhi
Qar

Eu
ph

rates Tigris

Euphrates

Euphrates

Tigris

Tikrit Amirli

Tall
‘Afar

Sinjar
Mountain

Baiji Oil Refinery

Sinjar

Rawah

Ar Rutbah

Zummar

Makhmur

Kisik
Kupri

Kirkuk

Jurf as Sakhr

Jalawla’

Fish
Khabur

Hadithah

Hit

Erbil
Mosul

Dahuk

Dayr
az Zawr

Bayji

BaladBalad

Samarra’Samarra’
Ad Dulu‘iyahAd Dulu‘iyah

BAGHDADBAGHDAD

As Sulaymaniyah

Ar Raqqah
Aleppo

Tall Hamis

Al Hasakah

‘Ayn
al ‘Arab

Ar Ramadi 

Al Kuwayr

Al Qa’im

Al Fallujah

Hadithah
Dam

Mosul DamMosul Dam

Al Asad
Airbase

0 50 100 Kilometers

0 50 100 Miles

Note: Our judgment 
as to which group has 
dominant influence over a 
particular city is based on 
a body of sources that we 
deem reliable.

ISIL dominant as of April 2015
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Areas of Influence

Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant’s (ISIL) 
frontlines in much of northern and central Iraq 
have been pushed back since August 2014. ISIL 
can no longer operate freely in roughly 25 to 
30 percent of populated areas of Iraqi territory 
where it once could. These areas translate into 
approximately 13,000 to 17,000 square kilometers 
(or 5,000 to 6,500 square miles). However, 

because of the dynamic nature of the conflict 
in Iraq and Syria, this estimate could increase 
or decrease depending on daily fluctuations in 
the battle lines. ISIL’s area of influence in Syria 
remains largely unchanged, with its gains in 
As Suwayda’, Damascus Countryside, and 
Homs Provinces offset by losses in Halab and 
Al Hasakah Provinces.
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