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Areas of Influence

Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant’s (ISIL) 
frontlines in much of northern and central Iraq 
have been pushed back since August 2014. ISIL 
can no longer operate freely in roughly 25 to 
30 percent of populated areas of Iraqi territory 
where it once could. These areas translate into 
approximately 13,000 to 17,000 square kilometers 
(or 5,000 to 6,500 square miles). However, 

because of the dynamic nature of the conflict 
in Iraq and Syria, this estimate could increase 
or decrease depending on daily fluctuations in 
the battle lines. ISIL’s area of influence in Syria 
remains largely unchanged, with its gains in 
As Suwayda’, Damascus Countryside, and 
Homs Provinces offset by losses in Halab and 
Al Hasakah Provinces.
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